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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1. 



method of operating a plurality of consumer electronic devices 



5 interconnected to form a network, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) configuring a resource manager of said network with an access 
policy during network initialization; 

b) receiving a service request indicating an identity of a user; 

c) /based on said identity, said resource manager determining 
10 whether said service request violates said access policy; 

d) provided said service request is permissible, said resource 
manager determining whether resources of said network necessary for carrying 
out said ser\ ice request are available; and 

e) provided said resources necessary for carrying out said service 
15 request are available, said resource manager transmitting control signals to 



said network 
said service 



causing said plurality of consumer electronic devices to carry out 
equest. 



/{ y 2. A method as reetfed in Claim 1 further comprising the step of 
returning a failure mess2fge to said user when said service request violates said 
access policy. 



3. /A method as recited in Claim 1 further comprising the step of 
maintaining a record of activities of said user. 
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4. A method as recited in Claim 3 whefein said step (c) comprises 
the step of retrieving said record of activittg^of said user from a log database 
provided said access policy is depepdent on user activities. 

5. A method as described in Claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
communicating user identification information of said user to said server; 
authenticating sraid user identification information; and 

provided sajd user identification information is unauthenticated, denying 
said user access to resources of said network. 

M l 

wJV 6. A method as described in Claim 5 wherein said resources 

resources and soft resources, and wherein said hard resources 



comprise hard 
comprise said 



15 consumer elec 




lurality of consumer electronic devices and wherien said soft 



resources comprise content information accessible by said plurality of 



ronic devices. 



A method as recitecMn Claim 6 wherein said step (d) comprises 
the step of accessing a resojarce pool, wherein said resource pool contains 
information regarding availability of said hard resources. 

8. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said access policy is 
stored in a polic/ database accessible by said resource manager. 



9. A computer-usable medium having computer-readable program 
25 code embodiejd therein for causing a computer system to perform a method of 
managing resources within a network including a plurality of consumer 
electronic de\ ices, said method comprising the steps of: 
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a) configuring a resource manager of said network with an access 
policy during network initialization; 

b) receiving a service request indicating an identity of a user; 

c) based on said identity, said resource manager determining 
whether said service request violates said access policy; 

d) provided said service request is permissible, said resource 
manager determining whether resources of said network necessary for carrying 
out said service request are available; and 

e) prbvided said resources necessary for carrying out said service 
10 request are ava ilable, said resource manager transmitting control signals to 




said network to 




cause said plurality of consumer electronic devices to carry out 



said service request. 

10. A computer-usable medium as^fecited in Claim 9 wherein said 
ethod further comprises the step of returning a failure message if said service 

request violates said access policy/ 

11. A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 9 wherein said 
method further comprise/the step of maintaining a record of activities of said 

20 user. 

12. A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 11 wherein said 
step (c) composes the step of retrieving said record of activities of said user from 
a log database provided said access policy is dependent on user activities. 
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1/3. A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 12 wherein said 
methoG further comprises the steps of: 
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communicating user identification information of said user to said server; 
authenticating said u^er identification information; and 
provided said u^er identification information is unauthenticated, denying 
said user access toresources of said network. 



14. A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 13 wherein said 
resources conprise hard resources and soft resources, and wherein said hard 
resources conprise said plurality of consumer electronic devices and wherein 
said soft resources comprise content information accessible by said plurality of 
consumer ele Tronic devices. 



^ Ji5. A computer-usable 
step (d) further comprising a sjep of accessing a resource pool that stores 
availability information of said hard resourcs. 



m€ 



as recited in Claim 14 wherein said 



16. A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 11 wherein said 
access policy js stored in a policy database accessible by said resource 
manager. 



electronic devio 



17. A hjome server coupled to control a network of consumer 
s, said home server comprising: 

a) means for storing an access policy; 

b) moans for receiving a service request indicating an identity of a 



user; 



c) mfeans for determining whether said service request violates said 
access policy b used on said identity; 
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d) means for determining whether resources of said network 
necessary for carrying out said service request are available; and 

e) provided said service request is permissible and provided said 
resources necessary for carrying out said service request are available, means 



5 for causing respective ones of said consumer electronic devices to carry out 



said service re 



^uest. 



\£) 1/8. A home server as recited in Claim IT^rther comprising means for 
returning a failure message when said serviceyrequest violates said access 
10 policy. 

19. A home server as recited in Claim 17 further comprising database 
means for maintaining a record pi activities of said user. 



15 20. A home server as recited in Claim 19 further comprising means for 

retrieving said record of activities of said user from said database means 
provided said access policy is dependent on user activities. 
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21 . A/home server as recited in Claim 1 7 further comprising: 
rnean^ for communicating user identification information of said user to 
said server; 

sans for authenticating said user identification information; and 
leans for denying said user access to resources of said network 
provicjfed said user identification information is unauthenticated. 



22. A h 



oi 



me server as recited in Claim 21 wherein said resources 



comprise hard resources and soft resources, wherein said hard resources 
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comprise said plurality of consumer electronic devices and wherein said soft 
resources comprise content information accessible by said plurality of 
edtr< 



consumer electronic devices. 




5/S^7 /23. A home server^ recited in Claim 22 wherein said means (d) 
comprises means for accessing a resource pool that stores availability 
information of said Jrard resources. 
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